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Instrumentation

3 soprano saxophones
4 alto saxophones

3 tenor saxophones

3 baritone saxophones
1 bass saxophone

3 thunder tubes - placed antiphonally around audience if possible
(optional bass drum part also included)

Program Note

"Lightning Field” takes its title from a work of art by Walter De Maria. That work is a
massive expanse of New Mexico desert, claimed and transformed by the artist via an
installation of steel rods: planted in the earth and reaching toward the sky, they call
down its power, literally creating man-made (or at least “man summoned”) lightning
storms. Like them, Mackey's piece speaks to the ancient impulse to summon
nature’s power, and the magic such acts unleash.

Performance Notes

All staccato notes — regardless of notated duration — must be extremely short,
as if they were all secco 16th notes. Whether the staccato articulation is on an
eighth note or a half note, the resultant sound should be the same - that of a
secco 16th note.

The piece was written with 7-inch Remo “Thunder Tubes” in mind, but
homemade thunder tubes (instructions can be found online) or other sizes can
be used. The antiphonal thunder tube parts can be doubled if extra players are
available.

The thunder tubes are optional, but preferred. The set of materials also
includes an optional bass drum part.
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